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The Group Type and Activity Rhythm of Wild Silvers Pheasant
( Lophura nycthemera) Using Infrared Camera

5

WANG Zhigan LI Yankuo' ZHONG Yifeng SHAO Ruiqing
( College of Life Science Jiangxi Normal University Nanchang Jiangxi 330022 China)

Abstract: From April 2014 to April 2015 the study is carried out using infrared camera technology to observe silver
pheasant’s behavior including the time distribution day activity thythm group type and the influence of seasonal
variation in Qiyunshan National Nature Reserve. There is 216 effective samples and the frequency of groups and in—
dividuals of silver pheasant( 216 groups and 271 individuals) are observed. The results show that silver pheasant’s
behavior mainly includes guarding foraging combing chirping and moving. Vigilance and moving are the major be—
havior of silver pheasant which account for 46. 18% and 40.63% following by foraging 10.82% chirping 1. 58%
and combing 0.79% . As for the daily rhythm there are two foraging peaks and two combing peaks while there is
one chirping peak. Guarding and moving behavior shows less fluctuation in different seasons and only guarding be-
havior has significant rhythmicity in different seasons between five kinds of behavior of silver pheasant. Its flock usu-
ally consisted of 1 ~6 individuals with an average group size of 1.37 +0.74. Those flocks can be classified into
single male single female male-male femalefemale malefemale and femalejuvenile. Single male group is the
most frequently encountered consisting 52. 2% of total observations. Single female group male-female groups fe—
male-female groups female—juvenile groups male-male groups make up 35.2% 6.0% 3.9% 2.3% 0.4% of to—
tal silver pheasant flocks respectively. Single male flock and single female flock are dominant in all season. In
spring female—juvenile groups occur in the field. In winter the number of one-male flock reduces quickly.

Key words: infrared camera technique; silver pheasant; behavioral time budget; activity rhythm; cluster mode
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