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The Dynamics of Farmers” Livelihoods in the Lakeside Area of
Poyang Lake and Its Influencing Factors

CAO Minzhen' ZHENG Lin'" LI Peng® TIAN Qing’ XU Jiaping'
(1. School of Geography and Environment Jiangxi Normal University Nanchang Jiangxi 330022 China;
2. Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research Chinese Academy of Sciences Beijing 100101 China;

3. College of Science George Mason University Washington 22030 USA)

Abstract: With household interviewed data collected in seven sample villages of Yongxiu Xinjian De’an and Lush-
an counties in the Lakeside Area of Poyang in 2007 and 2018 based on a sustainable livelihood framework some
methods including the Participatory Rural Assessment ( PRA) livelihood diversification index proportion of domi—
nant livelihood income and Logistic Regression are applied to analyze the changes in the household livelihood strate—
gies and their related influencing factors. The study result shows that near-ity villages in the Lakeside Area of Poy—
ang have more livelihood advantages than far-city villages. The livelihoods of local households in the study area are
significantly improved with larger proportions of natural capital social capital and financial capital. However the
stock of physical capital reduces and human capital especially education also shows poor. NonHarm income has be—
come an important source for local households. There is a positive relation between the proportion of outgoing work—
ers and that of the educational level of household indicating that the livelihood strategies tend to be diversified and
nonHarm. Affected by agricultural policies the influential factors of the offfarm engagement of local households
gradually change from a single natural capital to a combination of natural capital material capital and social cap-
ital. In addition human capital has become a key factor in nonHfarm livelihood strategies and it affects the livelihood
strategies of non-farm farmers together with physical capital. The livelihood and development level of rural house—
holds in the Lakeside Area of Poyang not only depend on the familys livelihood capital but also are affected by the
national land policy and the process of urbanization.

Key words: livelihood; farming households; livelihood dynamics; influence factors



