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The Study on the Transformation and Sustainability of

Farmers” Livelihoods in Suburban Industrial Villages
—A Case of Xinzhou Village and Xijiang Village in Nanchang

YU Dajie' ZHENG Lin'~ YANG Xianfang' > ZHENG Huixin'

(1. School of Geography and Environment Jiangxi Normal University Nanchang Jiangxi 330022 China;
2. School of Geography and Environmental Engineering Gannan Normal University Ganzhou Jiangxi 341000 China)

Abstract: In order to study the impact of rural industrialization on the livelihood transformation and sustainability of
rural households two typical suburban industrial villages Xinzhou Village and Xijiang Village in Nanchang City are
selected as the study areas and a rural industrialization-sustainable livelihood analysis framework is constructed
PRA entropy weight method coupled coordination model and other methods are used to analyze the livelihood trans—
formation and sustainability of rural households. The result shows that rural industrialization has led to the change of
farmers” livelihoods from single to diversified showing the characteristics of industrialization part-time occupation
and returning to the village during the transformation process. Rural industrialization has a strong attraction for farm—
ers to return home. More than 40% of farmers are attracted by factory construction to return to their villages for em—
ployment but the age structure knowledge structure and gender structure of the returning population are not bal—
anced. The total livelihood capital index of farmers is relatively low there are differences in various types of capital
and the capital index and the degree of capital coupling and coordination among farmers are significantly different.
The sustainability of farmers” livelihoods is generally strong and among farmers it is expressed as pure industrial
and agricultural households < non-industrial and agricultural households < migrant farmers < main industrial and ag—
ricultural households < part-time industrial and agricultural households. Therefore while participating in rural indus—
tries to increase income farmers must ensure the diversity of livelihoods and improve the sustainability of their live—
lihoods.

Key words: livelihood transformation; sustainability; rural industrialization; livelihood capital; suburban villages



